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Monroe Urbanized Area MTP 2035

3. Regional Visioning Process

This MTP visioning
process focused on
gathering locally
generated plans and
information as well as
the knowledge and
wisdom of the local
community , while
following the state
and federal
guidelines that
structured the

planning process.

This chapter describes the process by which the vision and goals of the MTP
planning process were established. In addition, the chapter describes the
process by whichthe set of criteria - used to evaluate whether
recommended transportation projects support the established vision and

goals- was developed and ranked.

This MTP visioning process, therefore, focused on gathering the locally
generated plans and informatioms well as the knowledge and wisdom of
the local communitywhile following the state and federal guidelines that

structured the planning process.

REVIEW OTHER PLANNING PROCESSES

M ONROE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

In November of 2008 the City of Monroe completadcomprehensive
planning effort that resulted in a plan covering land use, housing, economic
development, the environment, transportation, infrastructure, community
facilities, parks, and historic and cultural resourcesBesides the
transportation finding presented in chapter 2, the comprehensive plan
includes an Opportunities Plan. This map graphically displays the major land

use influences in Monroand proposes pedestrian trails (see Figw®).3
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Figure 3-1: Opportunities Plan from the Monroe Comprehensive Plan
(produced by Peter J. Smith & Co., Inc.)
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W EST M ONROE /W EST OUACHITA COMMUNITY VISION

In October 2009 the City of West Monroe completed their community vision
planning effort. The resulting vision for the West MonroeS¥/©uachita

areais:

By 2020, Greater West Ouachita will be a vibrant community
with a distinct identity and a balance of residential, commercial,
recreational, and educational development that offers a high

quality of life for all.

D 6 RBONNE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
COMPREHENSIVE CONSERVATION PLAN

CKS a2dziKSFaid LER2NIAZ2Y 2F (KS 5Q! ND2yy S
within the northwest portion of the MPO study aredhe refuge was

originally createdin 1975to provide mitigation for a US Army Corp$
9YAAYSSNE yI@AILGAZ2Yy LINR2SO0 2y GKS h
Black Bayou Lake NWR (which lies wholly within the MPO study area) along

with three other nearby refuges make up the Northeast Louisiana National

Wildlife Refuge Complex.

IN2006 M! NB2yyS b2w R2LIGSR I O2YLINBKSy &/
LX Fy LINRBLI2aSa | @GFNASGe 2F LINp2SOda R

Proposed projects in the 3ear plan address a variety of issues related to:

e Fish and wildlife population management,

e Habitat management,

e Resource protection,

e Architectural and cultural resources, and

e Refuge administration.

{ SOSNIf LINP2SOUG 3I2+fa ARSYUATFASR Ay (f
update. First, the refuge plan indicates that public use would inses#

there were signs on state or federal highways directing people to the

NBEFdzasQa | OA83fermsinidch yfiiha eastern boundary of the
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refuge and provides seven access points to the refuge. However, there are

also five access points on thesstern portion of the refuge.

Second, one project is the identification of cultural resources on the refuge.
Should any of these cultural resources extend outside the refuge, these

adjacent properties would be good candidates for mitigation properties.

Smilarly, ponding by beavers causes flooding on adjacent properties.
Refuge biologists may be able to help identify adjacent properties
appropriate for mitigation that would appropriately extend preserve
habitat.

Black Bayou Lake NWR was created in 19%fe lake is the secondary
water source for the City of Monroe. There is no comprehensive

conservation plan in place for this NWR at this time.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PLAN

Plans are currently in place to develemergency preparedness plans in
northeast louisiana. In approximately two years there should be in place 12

individual parish plans and an encompassing regional plan.

AIRPORT MASTER PLAN

The Monroe Regional Airport Master Plan has g@ér planning horizon. It
is updated approximately every tgrears and it is scheduled to be updated
in the next year or two.A new passenger terminal is under construction
that will expand the number of gates at the airport. In anothet gears

the airport would like to build a new rescue and firefighting statio

FORECAST DEMOGRAPHICS

D EMOGRAPHIC DATA FORECAST

To adequately forecast future transportation needs, future projections of

these demographic variables are needed. In order to accomplish this effort,
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two different scenarios were evaluated. One waepared by Louisiana
State University and the other by Woods & Poole, an economic forecast
provider. Using these data and based on discussions with the MPO Director,

appropriate population and employment forecasts were decided upon.

The allocation of fuire population growth relied upon information
provided by MPO staff and local planning officials, along with additional
information from existing studies, plans, and documents. Planners
responsible for residential development at the municipality qadish level
were interviewed during th@reparation of the forecastsSpecifically, they
were asked to identify the locations of residential developments that were
either planned, under development, or recently completed. These projects
could be either singtfamily or multifamily developments. In addition to
their location, the planners were also queried about the number of lots or
units, although very little information was available. Planners were also
asked to describe the general spatial patterns ddidential development
within their area, including any depopulation trends in areas prone to

flooding. Finally, planners were asked to describe the current migratory

patterns of households previously affected by Hurricane Katrina.

Information necessaryto allocate new employment growth was gathered
according to a similar process. Local planners were asked about anticipated
major employers, retail developments, or other new employment centers to

locate within their jurisdiction. The most prominent profe identified
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were the new Wehicle plant in the former General Motors plant and the
expansion of Delta Community College. Planners were also askedhrkete

is anticipatedto lose any major employers, but none were identified. Other
questions concetnated on sensitive environmental features and properties
protected from development, along with planned or new parks, recreational
facilities, schools, and other public buildings. To supplement the interviews,
information to guide the forecast was gattegt from aerial photography,

the 2008 Comprehensive Master Plan for the City of Monfwhich
provided zoning, current land use, and future land use maps), and a zoning
map for the City of West Monroe. Base year and forecast employment by

TAZ are shown ithe next several figures.

The table below presents the forecast demographic data for the study area.
A complete listing of all the demographic variables by TAZ is found in

Technical Memo 1.

Table 3-1: Demographic D ata Forecast (2008 - 2035)

i Occupied Total Retail School
Year Population ; )
Dwelling Units Employment Employment Attendance
2008 140,214 52,687 72,905 16,724 26,641
2015 141,893 53,252 74,772 16,996 26,702
2025 143,967 53,987 77,502 17,689 26,948
2035 146,010 54,716 80,195 18,379 27,191

Population figures do not include group quarters.
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Figure 3-5:Retail Employment 2035
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