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2.  Assessing Current 
Conditions  
 

The initial step in creating this Monroe Urbanized Area MTP was an 

assessment of current conditions.  This chapter describes the efforts 

undertaken to inventory the current transportation infrastructure, and 

understand current conditions affecting the Monroe Urbanized Area, which 

includes Monroe, West Monroe, Richwood and parts of Ouachita Parish. 

In June of 2009, a study team was established to begin the process of 

developing the Monroe Urbanized Area 2035 MTP Update.  The study team 

consisted of the Monroe Urbanized Area MPO Technical Advisory 

Committee, the MPO staff, and a professional planning and engineering 

consulting team.  The role of the study team was to provide technical 

expertise and professional judgment throughout the process of creating the 

MTP update. 

In order to create a baseline from which to start the planning process, the 

study team gathered existing data, plans, reports, and institutional 

knowledge about land use patterns, economic development goals, 

demographic trends, environmental issues, and the various modes of the 

transportation system of the study area.  From this information, the 

following picture of the current conditions of the study area was created. 

THE EXISTING TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM  

A baseline picture of all infrastructure facilities for the various modes of 

transportation in the community was created by the study team.  As shown 

in the maps on the following pages, that baseline included highways, rail, 

ports, airports, and transit (see maps on following pages).  
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In addition, a baseline of the level of service was created highways and 

major roads.  The MPOΩs current travel demand model was updated with 

the latest planning variables and information to conducǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ άǿƘŀǘ ƛŦέ 

scenarios on roadway projects.  Travel demand model updates and 

methodology are discussed in Chapter 3. 

The City of Monroe is served by the Monroe Transit System (MTS).  It 

provides fixed route and demand-response paratransit service.   There are 

currently twelve fixed routes that provide bus service Monday through 

Friday from 6:00 am to 6:45 pm ς with some variation by route.  Eleven 

routes operate on Saturday.  MTS also provides a downtown trolley service 

that offers weekday commuter service, lunchtime express service, and 

weekend touring.  They also provide service to the Vo-Tech via a flyer 

service when classes are in session.  The downtown terminal is the origin 

and terminus for all routes. 

Rural transit in western Ouachita Parish is provided by West Ouachita Public 

Transportation which is operated by the City of West Monroe.  Twelve 

vehicles are available to provide demand response and subscription 

deviated public transportation (a route based on subscription service that 

deviates for non-subscription riders).  This service is offered to the residents 

of the western portion of Ouachita Parish weekdays from 7 am to 5 pm. 

Transit for the elderly, throughout the parish, is provided by the Ouachita 

Council on Aging, although they are not the official rural transit provider for 

ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 9ƭŘŜǊƭȅ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ 

regarding evacuations. 

Transit for the disabled is provided by the Ouachita Association of Retarded 

Citizens (ARCO).  ARCO serves all of Ouachita Parish.  
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Figure 2-1 Functional Classification  
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Figure 2-2 National Highway System  
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Figure  2-3 Transit Routes  
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Figure  2-4 Tr olley  Routes 

 

  










































































