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1. Introduction and Overview 
of the MTP Planning 
Process  
 

I NTRODUCTION  

This document is the update of the Monroe Urbanized Area Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan (MTP) for the years 2010 to 2035.  It was adopted on 

[date] by the Policy Committee of the Monroe Urbanized Area Metropolitan 

Planning Organization (MPO).  The MPO planning functions are housed at 

the Ouachita Council of Governments (OCOG), which is part of the North 

Delta Regional Planning & Development District (North Delta) ς the regional 

planning commission for the eleven-parish region in northeast Louisiana.  

This document constitutes the latest update to ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ-range 

transportation plan, and fulfills the federal planning requirements necessary 

to receive transportation funds from the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, 

Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), which 

was signed into law in 2005 to provide guaranteed federal funding for 

highways, highway safety, public transportation, and nonmotorized modes.   

The Monroe Urbanized Area is located wholly within Ouachita Parish and 

includes the cities of Monroe and West Monroe, and the town of Richwood, 

as well as the unincorporated area known as Bawcomville, and other 

portions of Ouachita Parish (see Figure 1-1).  The study area encompasses 

the urbanized area and the portion of the region that is anticipated to be in 

the urbanized area within the 25-year planning horizon.   
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Figure 1 -1: MPO Study Area 
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Following the 1970 US Census, the Census Bureau determined that the 

densely populated area in and around the Cities of Monroe and West 

Monroe ƳŜǘ ǘƘŜ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ urbanized area because it had a 

population exceeding 50,000 people with a population density of over 1,000 

people per square mile in a contiguous geographical area.  Since that time, 

the Monroe Urbanized Area has continued to grow, and now has an 

estimated 2008 population of 140,481, with an expected population of 

146,010 by 2035 (See Figures 1-2, 1-3, and 1-4 for the current and predicted 

population projections by Traffic Analysis Zone (TAZ)). 

Review of recent Census data indicates that the residential population in the 

Monroe and West Monroe city limits has been stable with some growth 

happening in the unincorporated areas around the metro area.  This pattern 

of population change is anticipated to continue into the future.  

There has been relatively little change in the residential distribution in the 

Monroe Urbanized Area in the last decade and the major centers of 

employment continue to be located in the same places as in the 2000 

census.  Downtown Monroe, downtown West Monroe, the university, the 

east side of the metro area, and the port are the existing and anticipated 

major employment centers.  
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Figure 1-2: 2008 population by TAZ  

  



Monroe Urbanized Area MTP 2035  

 Page 1-5  

 Alliance Transportation Group, Inc.  DRAFT**Adopt Date  

Figure 1-3: 2035 population by TAZ 
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Figure 1 -4: Change in Population 2008 to 2035  

  






































