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Monroe Urbanized Area MTP 2035

1. Introduction and Overview
of the MTP Planning
Process

| NTRODUCTION

This document is the update of the Monrdérbanized Area Metropolitan
Transportation PlafiMTP)for the years 2010 to 2035. It was adopted on
[date] by the Policy Committee of the Monroe Urbanized Area Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPQO). The MPO planning functions are housed at
the Ouachia Council of Governments (OCOG), which is part of the North
Delta Regional Planning & Development Dis{iiidrth Delta)g the regional
planning commission for the elevgrarish region in northeast Louisiana.
This document constitutes the latest update oK S NB I AghgeQa f 2y
transportation plan, and fulfills the federal planning requirements necessary
to receive transportation funds from the Safe, Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SARE)EAhich

was siged into law in 2005 to provide guaranteed federal funding for

highways, highway safety, public transportati@amd nonmotorized modes

The Monroe Urbanized Area is located wholly within Ouachita Parish and
includes the cities of Monroand West Monroe,and the town of Richwood,

as well as the unincorporated area known as Bawcomvdled other
portions of Ouachita Parisfsee Figure -1). The study areseencompasses

the urbanized area anthe portion of the region that is anticipated to be in

the urbanizd area within the 2&ear planning horizon.
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Following the 1970 US Census, the Census Bureau determined that the
densely populated area in and around thei€tof Monroe and West
MonroeY S (G KS . dzZNB I dzirBaniZeSafek fekaise & flad &8 F
population exceeding 50,000 people with a population density of over 1,000
people per square mile in a contiguous geographical area. Since that time,
the Monroe Urbanized Area has continued to grow, and now has an
estimated 2008 population of 140,481, with an expected population of
146,010 by 203%See Figures-2, 1-3, and 4 for the current and predicted
population projections byiraffic Analysis Zon&A32).

Review of recent Census data indicates that the resideptipulation in the
Monroe and West Monroecity limits has beerstable with some growth
happening irthe unincorporated areas around the metro area. This pattern

of population change is anticipated to continue into the future.

There has been relativelytlie change in theresidentialdistribution in the
Monroe Urbanized Area in the last decadad the major centers of
employment continue to be located in the same places as in the 2000
census. Downtown Monroe, downtown West Monroe, the universityet

eastside of the metro areaand the port are the existing and anticipated

major employment centers.
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Figure 1-4: Change in Population 2008 to 2035
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